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	EQUIPMENT/SUBJECT: Battery Powered Soldering Iron 
	DATE SUBMITTED: 14 June 2000

	ACTION ASSIGNED TO: Art Michon 
	ORIGINATOR: AE1 (AW) S. Wren

	STATUS: CLOSE
	ACTIVITY: COMFITWINGLANT

	
	PHONE: 757-433-4049

	
	FAX: 

	
	E-MAIL: wrens@cfwl.navy.mil   


ACTION CHIT HISTORY/COMMENTS:   

DESCRIBE THE PROBLEM: Presently the battery powered soldering iron utilized on the F-14 aircraft are unreliable and in many instances useless under routine usage.  Basically the charge cycle only lasts a very minimal heating time  (i.e. one simple soldering job) unless there should be a breeze than it is less time.   

DESCRIBE IMPACT IN TERMS OF MISSION READINESS, SAFETY, MAN-HOUR EFFICIENCY OR COST 

AVOIDANCE/SAVINGS:  Greatly increases man-hours and degrades many maintenance practices.   

PROPOSED SOLUTION: Research and develop the possibility of utilizing a battery power from the MCH-100-A heat gun to operate a soldering iron that can provide an ample amount of heat in extreme conditions. Keeping in mind this will utilized to do small connectors and pins in confined areas on the aircraft.   

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:   

CORRECTIVE ACTION/RESULTS:      

8 May 02 – ESC Recommends Close Chit. Soldering iron is in the Fleet with no complaints.

26 Mar 01 – A. D’Annunzio called AT1 Maurice (FITWING) to let him know what the status of the design was.  Still unfunded.   A. D’Annunzio is planning on having the prototype at the next CHROME conference. 

26 Mar 01 – A. D’Annunzio spoke to S. Robertson at Malcolm.  Steve indicates that he has identified a 50-watt that also off the shelf.  He is going to incorporate it into the new design.  The demo should be ready in 3 weeks.

19 Mar 01 – A tele-con is held between fleet and PMA to discuss the purchase of an Aircraft Wire Analyzer.  Discussion involving the soldering iron to effect repair transpires.  

14 Feb 01 – S. Robertson brings prototype to NAWC Lakehurst for demonstration.  Testing proved successful.  Anthony and Steve agree that some testing needs to be done to determine how long iron can maintain temperature with a full battery charge.  Still unfunded.

21 Oct 00 – The 25 watt iron has been received.  A decision is made to hard wire the new iron to a battery pack.  This will facilitate the testing.  S. Robertson will do some preliminary testing.  A. D’Annunzio informs AT1 Maurice (FITWING) of the project status.  This is still an unfunded project.

30 Aug 00 – S. Robertson informs A. D’Annunzio that an off the shelf iron had been identified.  The issue was that the unit was rated at 25 watts.  S. Robertson is going to acquire the iron and begin initial testing.  Questions about its applicability were discussed.

1 Aug 00 – A. D’Annunzio called Steve Robertson  (Malcolm) to discuss problem.  Current spec calls out for a 50-watt solder iron.

17 Jul 00 – Assigned to Anthony D’Annunzio.
